
College and Post-Secondary 
Planning Night

• Elizabeth Bender – Henderson High School

• Shaz Brown – Rustin High School

• Kelly Camp – East High School 

AGENDA
7:00 -7:20pm  - School Counselor Overview & Presentation

7:20 – 7:50pm – College Admissions Panel Introductions

7:50 – 8:30pm – Questions for the Panel from the Audience 



Timeline

Register for SAT and/or ACT – Plan on two junior year for 

college admissions

Check Individual schools for SAT subjects tests (SAT II) 

requirements

 Junior conference: your counselor will schedule a conference 

with students (3rd marking period)

Make list of colleges which interest you. Check websites for 

majors and other important information

Attend college fairs. Be prepared with questions specific to 

schools in attendance



Junior Timeline

• Visit Colleges over spring break and in the 
summer

• Sports - Division 1 or 2 sports, access the 
NCAA Eligibility Center 
(www.eligibilitycenter.org)

• Extra-Curricular Activities - colleges look for 
consistency and depth in activities

• Community Service/ Volunteer Work – pay 
it forward and don’t forget to track service

• Career Exploration – hone skills and make 
connections through career experiences 
including guest speakers, job shadows, and 
internships



Junior Timeline

Use the Naviance program for college planning (see link 
on Counseling Department websites)

Other helpful websites include: 

www.educationplanner.org

www.collegeboard.com

https://www.princetonreview.com/college-education

https://www.petersons.com/college-search.aspx

http://www.educationplanner.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-education
https://www.petersons.com/college-search.aspx


SAT vs. ACT

The New SAT:  one reading section and one writing section;  sections will always be 
in the same order. The test will be 3 hours, plus the optional essay. 

The exact breakdown, in order, looks like this:

Reading: 52 questions, 65 minutes
Writing and Language: 44 questions, 35 minutes
Math: no calculator—20 questions, 25 min; with calculator—38 questions, 55 min
Optional essay: 1 prompt, 50 min

The basic ACT structure and timing is remaining the same, with the exception of the 
new essay, which will be longer.

English: 75 questions, 45 min
Math: 60 questions, 60 min
Reading: 40 questions, 35 min
Science: 40 questions, 35 min
Optional writing: 1 prompt, 40 min

http://blog.prepscholar.com/the-new-sat-vs-the-act-a-full-breakdown



What is Naviance?

Naviance is our Career and College search tool offered by the 

West Chester Area School District to assist students and families in 

their post-secondary planning.

College Searching Tools

-Students may access the SuperMatch under the “colleges” tab in 

order to find schools that match up to 23 different search criteria

-Database for over 4,000 colleges and universities across the 

country

-Save colleges that fit your students’ need or pin your favorites so 

that they show on the top of the page while they search



Naviance

Naviance also provides school counselors the ability to  

 track progress of individual students

 communicate and collaborate with families via the Family 

Connections page

 create reports, send transcripts and collect data for the student 

population. 

 allow counselors and students to make accurate decisions on 

which schools fit into their individual college planning (good 

match schools, safety net schools, hard-to-reach schools)

Scattergrams will offer useful data tracking for which students get 

into certain colleges based on GPA & SAT/ACT scores.



Naviance
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Naviance

Career Search Tools

 Importance of career goals for discovering the best college fit

 “Working backwards” means knowing what career interests 

they have help students locate the best college/trade 

school/training for job placement in that field

 Career exploration includes understanding your personality 

type, and how it fits with your career choices. Naviance offers 

personality and career inventories students may access

 Naviance uses 16 career clusters based on information 

gathered from the Department of Labor and Statistics



Naviance
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OCCUPATION MATTERS





• Drexel University- Catherine -Campbell-Perna

• Penn State University – Jeremy Branch

• Temple University – Jim Van Blunk

• Villanova University – Carolyn Defant 

• West Chester University – Lauren Lang

• Widener University - Jason Britton

• WCASD Career Ed – Donna Foley  

Tonight’s Guest Panelists



Something To Think About
Topic Link

What’s it worth? The Economic Value of College Majors 
Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce 2011

https://1gyhoq479ufd3yna29x7ubjn-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-
content/uploads/2014/11/whatsitworth-complete.pdf

The Overlooked Value of Certificates and Associate’s Degrees:
What Students Need to Know Before They Go to College 
Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce 2020

https://1gyhoq479ufd3yna29x7ubjn-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-
content/uploads/CEW-SubBA.pdf

Pennsylvania Career Zone Budget (see what it costs to live in 
Chester County based on your spending)

PA Chamber Business & Industry: Start the Conversation Here! 
(calculator of income, college debt and cost over time)

https://www.pacareerzone.org/budget/county

https://www.starttheconversationhere.com/career_calculator/

2019 High Priority Occupations for Chester County
Occupations with projected openings by education level

https://chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/46324/2019-WDA-HPO-
List_Chester-County?bidId=

CareerOneStop (career exploration, training & jobs) https://www.careeronestop.org/

Apprenticeship Finder https://www.apprenticeship.gov/finder/listings

CareerOneStop
Training: Less than 1 Yr.
More than 1 but < 2 Yrs.

https://www.careeronestop.org/Toolkit/Training/find-local-
training.aspx?keyword=HEALTH&persist=true&location=United%20St
ates&ajax=0&post=y&lang=en&locfilter=4294963775&plfilter=429496
7245+4294967031&currentpage=1

Naviance Family Connection
Tools for Career Awareness, Preparation, Colleges, and more

https://student.Naviance.com

Opportunities For All Post-Secondary Paths

https://1gyhoq479ufd3yna29x7ubjn-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/whatsitworth-complete.pdf
https://1gyhoq479ufd3yna29x7ubjn-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/CEW-SubBA.pdf
https://www.pacareerzone.org/budget/county
https://www.starttheconversationhere.com/career_calculator/
https://chesco.org/DocumentCenter/View/46324/2019-WDA-HPO-List_Chester-County?bidId=
https://www.careeronestop.org/
https://www.apprenticeship.gov/finder/listings
https://www.careeronestop.org/Toolkit/Training/find-local-training.aspx?keyword=HEALTH&persist=true&location=United%20States&ajax=0&post=y&lang=en&locfilter=4294963775&plfilter=4294967245+4294967031&currentpage=1
https://student.naviance.com/

